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and persuading the woollen and worsted workers and the
Midland hosiery workers to build up parallel organizations of
their own.
Side by side with the rapid development of Trade Unionism
after 1824, there was growing up a second movement, which
was destined for a brief period to link its fortunes with those of
the Trade Unions, and then in defeat to part company with
them and go its own unforeseen but highly successful way.
Co-operation was beginning to take root among the workers,
in forms mainly based on the Socialist ideas associated with the
name of Robert Owen.
Owen, as we have seen, left Great Britain in 1824 in order to
try out his gospel in the New World. At that stage, Owenism
had not attracted any substantial measure of working-class
support. But no sooner did Trade Unionism begin its rapid
growth than many working men began to see a close affinity
between the Trade Unionist and the Owenite gospels. They,
like Owen, were in revolt against the evils of capitalist, com-
petitive society; they, like him were in search of a new social
order based on the idea of human brotherhood. They began
to re-interpret Owenism in their own terms, turning his pro-
posed "Villages of Co-operation" from gifts to be offered by
the governing classes to the poor into self-governing workers'
associations to be created by the efforts of the workers them-
selves. There sprang into existence Owenite societies, such as
the London Co-operative Society of 1824, with a mainly
working-class membership. James Watson, one of the out-
standing leaders of the London working-class Radicals, and
William Lovett, later to be a leading figure in the Chartist
movement, were at the head of this Society, which began to
gather funds for the establishment of a Co-operative Com-
munity, and in 1826 set up The Co-operative Magazine.
Soon Owenite Co-operative Societies began to be formed in
many other areas, under the leadership sometimes of working
men and sometimes of Owenite sympathizers among the middle
classes. Some of these Societies were purely propagandist
bodies, preaching the Owenite gospel in its new form based on
the idea of workers' self-government. But many of them took
almost at once to shopkeeping, not so much for its own sake as